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SOUTH WEST RESCUE HELICOPTER 
Grievance 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [9.34 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Emergency Services. 
I raise this grievance because of a lack of funding in the out years of this recent budget for the south west’s 
RAC rescue helicopter. It has been funded only until June 2018, which is this current term, and it has no recurrent 
funding beyond that date. 
Ms A. Sanderson interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Excuse me. Member, grievances are heard in silence, please. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I just want to talk a little bit about the helicopter first and then go into the nature of the budget. 
This state has two rescue helicopters. One operates out of Jandakot and the other operates out of Bunbury. Between 
the two, they cover some 95 per cent of the state’s population. Obviously, the south west is the more significantly 
populated part of regional Western Australia. Since 2016, the Bunbury helicopter alone has run 400 missions with 
65 per cent or 260 of those missions involving road crashes. The unique aspect of the helicopter is that it is able to 
get into relatively hard-to-get-to areas, and it can get people out very quickly to healthcare support. It significantly 
reduces and often halves the response time to get those people to health care. The Liberal–National government 
funded the upgrade of the Bunbury base to support the helicopter to the tune of $6.91 million of royalties for regions 
money. We also provided recurrent funds of just over $23 million over four years for operational costs. We were 
told in the estimates committee hearings that the helicopter has a full allocation in royalties for regions, yet there is 
no funding for the operational costs of this rescue helicopter beyond the end of June next year. What really annoys 
regional Western Australians and gets up their goat has been the commentary run by both the member for Bunbury 
and the Minister for Emergency Services in the media and in debate on the appropriation bills a couple of days ago 
when they said one reason they are looking at this issue is the lack of support for the gold royalty rate increase. To 
make a link between support for an extra royalty or an extra tax on miners in Western Australia and support for the 
rescue helicopter in the south west is absolutely deplorable. We funded it out of royalties for regions—a dedicated 
fund for regional Western Australia. That fund is still there; it has not gone away. Although this government said 
that it supports royalties for regions and that fund is still there, it took 45 per cent out of that fund in the forward 
estimates, which means that it has no funds to go towards a rescue helicopter. It absolutely beggars belief that that 
sort of commentary is being run. The people of the south west are seriously concerned about the status of the funding 
for their rescue helicopter, which has run 400 missions in the south west getting people to the medical services they 
need in a timely way. The notion of linking this back to a royalty increase for the gold sector is absolutely deplorable 
and says a hell of a lot about this government. 
The point I make is this: this government is playing with people’s lives, particularly the lives of regional 
Western Australians. The resources are there in royalties for regions. They were fully allocated in this 
government’s budget. However, it did not cover off on the operational costs of the rescue helicopter in the south 
west. The government has told us that it is fully allocated. The only funds in there that have any sort of discretion 
is about $250 million over the forward estimates, which the Treasurer says is for working up business cases for 
other projects, government commitments and the like. We know what the Bunbury helicopter costs. The 
government knows what it costs. The government has the business case for that because it has been funded in 
previous years. Why has it not been allocated funding in the forward estimates beyond the end of June 2018? It is 
absolutely deplorable that it is not there. This government needs to give confidence to people in the south west. 
We know the response to significant issues that occur from time to time, including road crashes and road trauma. 
We know the benefits of getting people in a timely way from those significant issues they face to the medical 
services that they need, and we know that the response is significant because it has been in place and in practice. 
The Liberal–National government delivered on that. The Liberal–National government funded the service’s 
recurrent costs in the forward estimates through royalties for regions. The government knows that all the royalties 
for regions funding is reviewed after a four-year period, and then the next allocation is made. But we always had 
in the forward estimates a signal to the regional community of Western Australia of what were its essential 
services, and this is one of those essential services. 

Mr D.T. Punch interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is it not amazing that I am getting interjections on commentary calling for the government 
to fund the recurrent costs of a rescue helicopter in the south west of Western Australia? Is it not amazing that I am 
getting interjections on that? 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): Member, could you address your comments to me. Member for 
Bunbury, I will have to call you. Your voice is not one that upsets the applecart, but I hear your constant 
interjections and I will call you if I have to. 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: Members of the government and the Labor Party should hold their heads in shame for not 
giving the people of regional Western Australia, particularly in the south west, an assurance about  their rescue 
helicopter service, which has significantly changed the lives of people who have been impacted by a range of 
issues including road trauma and road crashes. 

The public commentary has been in the media, so the member for Bunbury can go back and have a look at it. I am 
paraphrasing here, but the statement was made that this is the consequence of not supporting new revenue sources 
such as the gold tax. If members opposite are playing with people’s lives on the basis of us not supporting a new 
revenue source with royalties for gold — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, please! I am calling you for the first time, member for Bunbury. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: If they are playing with people’s lives and linking new revenue sources such as the gold 
tax to funding the recurrent costs of the south west rescue helicopter, members of the government should hold 
their heads in shame. I am calling on the minister today—this is his chance—to put the record clear and say that 
this new government will support the ongoing recurrent costs of the rescue helicopter. Until now, even with 
petitions running, commentary in the media, and a range of calls for a response, nothing has been said 
confirming funding for the recurrent costs of the rescue helicopter. Today, the minister can do that. He can 
assure the people of regional Western Australia, particularly the southern part of the state, that they will have 
the assurance of the service that has made so much difference to people who have been impacted. Just because 
people live in regional Western Australia does not mean that they do not deserve or should not get support for 
those sorts of services. 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.41 am]: I dislike it when a member like 
this, who is a former minister and knows better, walks into this house and tries a stunt like this. All it is, is a stunt! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! The rules are that grievances are heard in silence. I will start calling people 
and, if necessary, I will put them out of the chamber for the rest of the day. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. 

This is a stunt. If members look at the front page — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, member! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Members should look at the front page of today’s newspaper in Bunbury. Who put that in 
there? It was the member for Warren–Blackwood and his team. On Tuesday, the president of the National Party 
tried to get into the Bunbury helicopter base with a television crew without asking or seeking permission. He is 
a councillor — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, member! Carry on, minister. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: He is a councillor in Bunbury and happens to be the losing candidate to the member for 
Bunbury. He is pulling off a stunt like this! I will run through what the member for Warren–Blackwood did. Today, 
he is misleading this house. Over the last four years, the member for Warren–Blackwood has misled the people of 
the south west of Western Australia. The member indicated that the Liberal–National government had funded the 
south west helicopter for four years with $29 million. I will tell members how it has been spent. In 2014–15, 
$67 000 was allocated. In 2015–16, $8.8 million was spent on the base. The helicopter service was funded for two 
years with $11.5 million and $8.93 million. This is rhetoric from the National Party about what it has done for the 
people of the south west. Funding a helicopter — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members! I am getting tired of this. I want to hear the minister in silence. 
As I said earlier, it is up to the minister to respond to a grievance in the way that he sees fit. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: We have had rhetoric from the Nationals and their Liberal mates who are running around the 
south west trying to whip up hysteria on this. If members look at the detail, they will see that the previous 
government funded a base and two years of operational costs—two years! That is all it did, but it told the people 
of the south west that it was fully funded for four years. That was untrue. However—talk about jumping on the 
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bandwagon—on 19 June, the Premier and I, and plenty of other ministers were lobbied for the helicopter. The 
Nationals and their mates have just jumped on the bandwagon. On 19 June, the member for Bunbury, the member 
for Collie–Preston, and the member for Murray–Wellington lobbied our government to ensure that there will be 
funding for the helicopter. That was back in June, which was before the last budget process. The Labor members 
of the south west were on to this issue and they have been doing a great job. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I will remind the house how important the member for Warren–Blackwood rates this issue. 
I spent an entire budget estimates session with the Department of Fire and Emergency Services talking about 
a series of issues. The member for Warren–Blackwood sat through those estimates asking various questions. How 
many questions did he ask about the south west helicopter? None. He did not ask one question about the south 
west helicopter. 

Point of Order 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The minister made the claim that I was in budget estimates responding to the issues that he 
raises here. In fact, I was in hospital. The member for Roe was in budget estimates on my behalf. The minister has 
misled the house. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I am sorry. The member is right. He was in hospital. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It was just a little mistake. I will cross that one off the list. 

Grievance Resumed 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, the subject of a rescue helicopter is very important in the regions. I would 
like to hear the minister out in silence. Thank you. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The member for Warren–Blackwood was right; he was in hospital. It was the member for Roe. 
I think he was sitting with the member for North West Central. Even though the member for Warren–Blackwood 
was in hospital, I would have thought he might have asked the member for Roe to raise the issue of the south west 
helicopter on his behalf. Clearly, he did not. What seems to have happened is that since the Liberal member for 
the south west in the upper house, Hon Colin Holt, has been asking questions — 

Mr D.T. Redman: He’s in the National Party. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I am sorry—the National Party. Since he has been raising questions in the upper house, 
other National Party members have jumped on board. As I have told the house, I went down to the base as part 
of my tour through the south west visiting volunteers. I have been to the base and, exactly as the member for 
Warren–Blackwood indicated, it is a very important piece of infrastructure for the south west. I do not deny that 
whatsoever. I spoke to the pilots about the work that they do and the other emergency services in the south west. 
While I was at the base, there was an incident and the helicopter had to take off. There had been a motorbike crash 
on Caves Road. We later caught up with the volunteers who had attended the scene. I understand how important 
the south west helicopter is. I acknowledge the work that has been done by my colleagues on this side of the house 
in lobbying for that helicopter. I acknowledge the work and efforts that have been put in by the people of the south 
west of Western Australia who have lobbied for that helicopter. I point out to members that, as they would expect, 
the contract will not run out until June 2018. It is part of the midyear review cabinet process and that is where it 
will remain. In due course, I will inform the house and members — 

Mr D.T. Redman: No assurance! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: This is exactly as it would have been — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Warren–Blackwood! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: This is exactly what would happen under a Liberal–National government. As the contract 
comes up for renewal, the matter would go before the cabinet process. It is no different, and that is exactly what is 
happening. In due course, the member will be informed. 
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